Please don't feed the wildlife!

Ducks, pigeons and swans are just some of the wildlife
found within the Adelaide Botanic Gardens. The
Gardens provide not only a natural haven for our
feathered friends but a plentiful supply of natural food
sources for them too.

Please note, newly erected signage requests that
visitors do not feed the wildlife. This is for a number of
reasons:

Wildlife welfare (nutrition/starvation, dependency,
predation)

Patron welfare (hygiene, animal aggression, comfort)
Preventing vermin increase

The welfare of the animals that are attracted to and
become dependent on artificial food sources is of
particular concern. Food fed to wildlife invariably has a
low nutritional value and could potentially be harmful to
the animal consuming it.

Allowing animals to be hand fed regularly may prevent
young from learning how to forage. More commonly we ¥
see birds becoming assertive and persistent in their ,
attempts at food snatching which in turn means they are |
more likely to inflict accidental injury and small children
are especially at risk of being hurt.

Food given to swans and ducks also provides a food
supply for other bird species (eg gulls and pigeons) that
loiter around the Garden’s eating areas. This
encourages these birds to wait for food handouts and
this is often considered a nuisance to diners.

Animal feeding attracts pests and vermin such as rats
and can make wildlife vulnerable to predation. It also
increases the level of animal droppings, especially
around popular areas.

We understand that feeding ducks has been a popular &
activity for Gardens visitors but we hope that you will bl
understand and support this move. bl

As with Sydney and Melbourne Botanic Gardens, this
measure is designed to improve the overall experience
for all visitors and to ultimately protect the wildlife that
frequents the Botanic Gardens.




