
Watch this space for an even better Adelaide Botani c Gardens!  Noticed 
construction work taking place in your Botanic Gard ens lately?   The Botanic 
Gardens of Adelaide is a living museum – and change  is a part of life.  The projects 
are part of a plan to improve Garden quality and ac cess for your enrichment.  Here 
are some of the changes you will see: 
 
Western Entrance 
An iconic new Western Entrance will link the Gardens to the business, cultural and 
educational precinct of North Terrace, via Frome Road.  Work will be taking place to 
install new fencing along the boundary and landscape the area.    Directly outside the 
new Western Entrance the Adelaide City Council is landscaping an area of parkland.  
This landscaping will be finished by the end of 2009. 
. 
The Gingko Gate 
Centrepiece of the Western Entrance will be a bronze gate.  Designed by renowned 
South Australian artists Hossein and Angela Valamanesh it is currently being 
handmade.  The design of the Gate incorporates a Gingko leaf pattern.   An Arts SA 
grant of $100,000 through the Department of Premier and Cabinet, Public Art and 
Design Program, Major Commission category is funding the Gingko Gate. 
 
Garden of Health 
The Garden of Health will be planted adjacent to the new Western Entrance.  The 
Garden design, plants and signs will provide a restful place that demonstrates the 
healing powers of plants.  It will be more than a medicinal garden, relating plants to 
the principle of wellness, providing the community with a place for contemplation and 
supporting people recovering from illness and accidents.   

 
The Western Entrance Project 
 
Swale (part of the Western Entrance project) 
A swale is landscaped channel to direct stormwater runoff and help with flood 
mitigation.  A swale is being built in the Gardens to take run off from the Main Lake 
into First Creek in Botanic Park.  To minimise disruption to visitors, is being built in 
sections, allowing for movement through the Garden.   
 



 
An artist’s impression of the new footbridge across  the Torrens 
 
New Zoo interface and Botanic Park 
The Zoo has been undertaking a major development this year, with work being done 
to accommodate the Pandas, build a new Conservation Centre and move their main 
entrance from Frome Road to Plane Tree Drive.  The Zoo anticipates their work will 
be finished by the end of December 2009.  The Zoo’s development has impacted on 
the Botanic Garden’s capital works program, bringing work timetables forward.  Work 
at the interface of the new Zoo entrance and our Botanic Park includes: 

·  Plane Tree Drive realignment to improve public safe ty.  This will include a 
new pedestrian path, keeping people off the road and provide a path for 
cyclists.  Along Plane Tree Drive there will be extra parking (at a 45 degree 
angle) and a new avenue of trees.  This is scheduled to be finished in 
December 2009 

·  The bridge across First Creek in Botanic Park has b een restored  to 
enhance its safety and appearance with advice from heritage consultants. 

·  As part of the Adelaide City Council Parklands Trail, connecting Botanic Park 
and the Northern Parklands a new footbridge  is to be built across the River 
Torrens.  This work is scheduled to be finished by the end of December 2009 
and will enhance pedestrian access.  The Botanic Gardens will landscape the 
area around the footbridge and the bridge will be built by the Adelaide City 
Council. 

 

The location of the bridge 



 
First Creek Plantings 
The steep banks of First Creek near Frome Road, along with adjoining areas, will be 
landscaped using local indigenous species. Planting is due to start in October 2009 
and the site will be developed to include a viewing platform and seat.  The Garden 
will be a ‘sustainable landscapes’ display site and will incorporate interpretative 
signs. The landscape work is planned to be finished by December and the first stage 
of planting will be in late spring. 
 
Native Garden Initiative 
Near the National Wine Centre at the south eastern edge of the Adelaide 
Botanic Garden a new Native Garden is being created. Designed by Taylor Cullity 
Lethlean landscape architects, construction and planting will finish in spring.  It will be 
a ‘sustainable landscapes’ display garden and is aimed to give visitors a taste of 
sustainable native gardening on a domestic scale, providing ideas which can be 
applied in home gardens. 
 

 
The plan for the New Native Garden  
 
Santos Museum of Economic Botany External Restorati on   
Restoration to the exterior of the Museum will begin in late September or early 
October.  Every effort will be made to minimise disruption to visitors and the 
exhibition will be open as usual during the process. 
 
Aquifer Storage and Recovery  
Investigation into the potential for a wetland and aquifer storage and recovery facility 
has progressed in the past 12 months, including the drilling of six bore holes within 
the Garden.  A $3 million application for funding has been lodged with the 
Commonwealth to progress this project which will ensure that the Adelaide Botanic 
Garden has access to a more secure water supply for the future.  The Garden will be 
notified as to the outcome of this funding application in November 2009. Once 



funding is secured, this will become a major project for the Botanic Gardens, with 
excellent community benefit. 
 


